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 Guidelines for the Faculty and Student Exchange Program

Between Thailand and Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) Countries 
for the Year 2009
---------------------------------------------

The Commission on Higher Education (CHE), Ministry of Education of Thailand has laid down guidelines promoting the Faculty and Student Exchange Program between Thailand and the GMS countries. The guidelines will serve as terms of reference for Thai and the GMS countries’ higher education institutions to comply with, when applying for financial support.  They will also regulate the implementation of the exchange program in line with the development of technical and academic cooperation between Thailand and the GMS countries.  The CHE’s guidelines are as follows:

1.  Type of Project:
1.1
Projects proposed by universities/institutions must concentrate on exchange activities between Thailand and member countries of the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) namely; Cambodia, China (Yunnan Province and Guangxi Province), Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam.  Projects proposed must be within subject fields that will benefit development of the GMS countries. 

1.2
Faculty exchange should be in reciprocal manner, and its duration must be at least one month and not exceed four months. Activities of faculty exchange should cover one of the following aspects:   

1.2.1
Development of curriculum and instructional methods by joint undertaking of activities with responsible teaching staffs in partner university, which may lead to institutional linkage between participating universities,
1.2.2
Research studies at universities/institutions in the GMS countries, 
1.2.3 
Teaching and lecturing in universities/institutions in the GMS countries.


1.3
Student exchange should be in reciprocal manner, and student must register on 
course subjects for at least one semester/trimester/quarter and not exceeding four months. Activities could cover research, study, or practicum, which is a part of the study program, at a university/institution in the GMS countries. 



Note: Transfer of credits earned from host to home universities will be an advantage for exchange students. 

1.4
Training or study visit is not accepted.
2.   Eligibility of Applicants
2.1
Faculty

2.1.1
Serving in a home university/institution as a faculty member or academic staff for at least one academic year,
2.1.2
Having good English proficiency (TOEFL score of at least 500 (paper-based), or other equivalent English proficiency test result is required or other evidence to prove English proficiency.), or 
2.1.3
Having proficiency in languages officially used in the GMS countries that applicants apply to join their exchange program,
2.1.4
Age limit is 58 years on 1 October 2008. (Born after 1 October 1950)
2.2  Students

2.2.1  Undergraduate (second year and above), master’s, or doctoral students,
2.2.2  Grade point averages of the latest semester before applying must not be lower than 2.50 for undergraduate, and not lower than 3.25 for postgraduate.
2.2.3  Having good English proficiency (TOEFL score of at least 480 (paper-based) or other equivalent English proficiency test result is required or other evidence to prove English proficiency.), or
2.2.4
Having proficiency in languages officially used in the GMS countries that applicants apply to join their exchange program,
2.2.5   Ability to join the program throughout the academic session (one
           semester/trimester or quarter) or the period as specified.

Note: additional details of faculties’ and students’ qualifications are at the discretion of sending universities/institutions. However, the additional qualifications shall not contradict with those stipulated in the Guidelines.

3. Financial Support from the CHE 
Disbursement to host/home universities/institutions in Thailand for every participant
from the GMS countries, in the form of lump sum. 

	Financial support from CHE
	For faculties
	For students

	1. accommodation
	(
	(

	2. stipend
	(
	(

	3. accident insurance

(medical treatment excluded)
	(
	-

	4. visa fee
	(
	(

	5. airport tax
	(
	(

	6. transportation to and from airport- accommodation-airport in Thailand
	(
	(

	7. round-trip air ticket

(economy class for every participant)
	(
	(

	8. health insurance
	-
	(

	9. books and educational materials
	-
	(



Note:  
1. Air fare must be no more than actual fare at economy – class for the
 
shortest routes between the nearest airports.



2. Air ticket will be provided by Thai universities with the financial

support from the CHE.

       
3. A round-trip air ticket (economy class for every participant) must be issued by Thai Airways International PCL. to and from the designated host universities. 
Under some circumstances, participants may purchase air tickets from authorized agencies of Thai Airways International by complying with the guidelines issued by the Ministry of Finance reference number 0408.2/Wor 112 dated December 30, 2003. Disbursements must be consistent with the actual purchasing price and not exceeding the quoted price. 


4. Participants are to hold responsible for other expenses incurred outside the listed items provided by the CHE. 




5. The CHE will not provide any financial support for tuition fees. The fees at host institution will be waived upon the registration for courses at students’ home institution.
4. Selection Criteria
4.1
The CHE will consider applicants who have received an acceptance letter to participate in the program from host institutions. The acceptance letter from host institution should provide a clear work plan and activities for exchange program with clear specification of starting and ending dates. 

4.2
The CHE will only consider applicants who have fully completed application form and attached all documents required.

4.3 The CHE will consider applicants having good knowledge and proficiency in English or other languages officially used in the GMS countries. 

4.4
The CHE will consider higher education institutions having agreement or memorandum of understanding in exchanging students/ lecturers at institutional level with universities/institutions in the GMS countries. The CHE will also consider universities/institutions with extensive academic cooperation or regular contacts with institutions in neighboring countries.

4.5
For each project, exchange with only one partner country is acceptable.  However, if applicants wish to exchange with more than one university/institution in that particular country, the same specific area of exchange must be emphasized.  In that case, only one Thai university must be assigned to serve as the core coordinator who will send in the application. Universities/institutions involved must coordinate among one another before submitting their applications.  The whole duration of the exchange with each of partner institutions must be no less than 1 month. 
4.6 Study programs registered at universities/institutions in the GMS countries have to be related with main subjects that applicants study at his/her home university/institution.
4.7
Applicant who has already been selected to join the program will be ranked in lower priority.

4.8 Applicant must not have applied for or be the awardees of other scholarships. 
5.   Follow-up Report of the Exchange Program
Participants are required to submit reports of the exchange program to the CHE within 30 days of return. Institutions whose participants fail to return reports of the exchange program within 30 days will become lowered in priority of in the support for participation in the following year. Reports are as follows:
5.1
Abstract of research

Participants who join research activities are to write abstract of research conducted under the exchange program. Abstract of research should not exceed two pages describing objective, content of research findings and benefit application. The CHE will compile abstracts and then publish for the public.
5.2 Follow-up after completion of the exchange program

Each participant has to fill in follow-up report for the benefit of revision and improvement of the exchange program for the following year. The CHE will send follow-up report form to each participant prior to departure for the exchange program. Information provided will be treated in confidence.
5.3 Disbursement report

Each participant has to fill in disbursement report provided by the CHE.
6. Required Documents

6.1  Faculties applying for participation in the exchange program 

6.1.1
Exchange Program application form (one original copy),
6.1.2
Nomination letter from home institution (one original copy),
6.1.3
Acceptance letter from host institution (one original copy),
6.1.4 A clear work plan and activities, 
6.1.5
One 2-inch photo (one original copy),
6.1.6
A copy of the TOEFL test result or other equivalent English proficiency
      test result or other evidence to prove English proficiency or 
            6.1.7 Other evidence to guarantee applicants’ proficiency in the GMS countries’ 

      languages is required.  
6.2  Students applying for participation in the exchange program

6.2.1
Exchange Program application form (one original copy)
6.2.2
Nomination letter from home institution (one original copy)
6.2.3
Acceptance letter from host institution (one original copy)
6.2.4 A clear work plan and activities, 

6.2.5
One 2-inch photo (one original copy)
6.2.6
A copy of Transcript of records with a grade point average of the latest 

semester.

6.2.7
A copy of the TOEFL test result of other equivalent English proficiency 

test result or other evidence to prove English proficiency or 
            6.2.8 Other evidence to guarantee applicants’ proficiency in the GMS countries’ 

      languages is required.  

7. Specific Dates for Applying the Exchange program


7.1 Thai University proposes the exchange program application form, completed with all required documents to the CHE no later than 4.30 pm. on 31 October 2008. (only 1 nomination letter per Thai university will be accepted)

(((
Application documents from a university/institution in the GMS
countries must be sent to a Thai partner university prior to this time 
limit.


· Application documents sent by post are subjected to the date shown on postal stamp at origin.
· No other support or related documents are accepted later than 31 October 2008.
(
CHE reserves the rights to not accepting all required documents via fax.
· Neither the application document nor other material submitted will be returned to 
the applicant.
7.2
CHE announces selection



within late December 2008
7.3
Expense Disbursement



starting in mid January 2009
7.4
Applicant must depart for the exchange program
before 30 September 2009
The Guidelines for the exchange program and application form can be downloaded from

website: www.inter.mua.go.th.
---------------------------------------
