
IRISH AID

The Government of Ireland’s official programme of assistance to developing countries is managed by Irish Aid, a division within the Department of Foreign Affairs. The aid programme focuses on the fight against poverty and hunger in some of the world’s least developed countries, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. It provides assistance to over 90 countries worldwide, including nine programme countries, where there is a commitment to long term strategic assistance. The programme works in partnership with governments and communities in the developing world in their attempts to alleviate poverty through helping them meet basic needs and through strengthening their capacity to help themselves. 

IRISH AID FELLOWSHIP TRAINING PROGRAMME
The Fellowship Training Programme is part of Irish Aid’s broad programme of support to capacity building in developing countries. The Programme aims to address capacity deficits that hinder the attainment of long-term development goals in Irish Aid partner countries through the training and development of key individuals, generally drawn from the public services and NGO sectors.

The programme offers a number of study fellowship awards annually to candidates from the partner countries to further their education in Ireland or within their own region in areas relevant to Irish Aid programme objectives. Fellowships are offered at Master’s or post-graduate Diploma level and there is a particular emphasis on linking fellowship awards to the priorities of Irish Aid country strategies in the partner countries. 

Fellowship recipients are committed, on completion of their training, to return home to resume work and put their acquired skills into practice for the benefit of the wider community.
IRISH COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
The Irish Council for International Students (ICOS) is an independent non-profit network of educational institutions, NGOs and individuals interested in international education and working with government and other agencies to promote good policies and best practice in relation to the recruitment, access and support of international students in Irish education. ICOS provides support for the management and administration of the Irish Aid Fellowship Training Programme. This includes the provision of various support services for fellowship holders.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
To be eligible for an Irish Aid Fellowship applicants must:

· be a citizen of one of Irish Aid’s partner countries (i.e. Ethiopia, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, Timor Leste, Uganda, Vietnam and Zambia) or Palestine.

· be residing and currently employed in their home countries.

· have achieved the necessary standard to be accepted onto a PG/MA course in a Higher Education Institute in Ireland or within their own region.

· have a minimum of three years work experience in development.

· have identified a relevant college course in a Higher Education Institute in Ireland or within their own region. 
· be applying to commence a new qualification and not be seeking funding for one already commenced.

· have obtained a minimum score of IELTS 6.5 or TOEFL 570 if applying to study at an Irish Higher Education Institute and be able to provide an original copy of the test results. Results must be from a test taken within two years of the application date.

· be able to demonstrate a strong commitment to the development of their home country.

· be able to take up the fellowship in the academic year for which it is offered.

If offered an Irish Aid fellowship, candidates will be required to:

· undergo a medical examination prior to confirmation of the fellowship award.

· be able to satisfy immigration requirements for international student entry to Ireland.

· sign a Form of Undertaking that they will return to their organisation for a minimum period of two years following completion of their fellowship in order to contribute to their country’s development.
FELLOWSHIP APPLICATION PROCESS
The closing date for receipt of applications to the Embassy of Ireland in the participating countries is 31 December. The Fellowship Selection Committee will meet in early March to shortlist the fellowship applications received from each of the Embassies/Missions to go through to the final selection stage in June. Applicants shortlisted to go through to the final selection stage in June must ensure that they have:

(i) applied for their chosen college course. If applying to study in an Irish Higher Education Institute applications must be made through the specific application channel listed at the end of each course entry in the Directory of Postgraduate Courses suitable for Fellowship Awards (available from the Embassy of Ireland in the participating countries). Most Irish Higher Education Institutes operate an online application system unless otherwise specified.

The following institutions operate through a separate central online portal known as PAC (www.pac.ie) and the PAC application number should be quoted on the fellowship application form if available:

· Dublin City University

· University College Cork

· NUI Galway

· NUI Maynooth

· Trinity College Dublin

The college application fee will be paid by ICOS but the shortlisted applicant is responsible for ensuring that they submit their application to the college including all relevant supporting documentation no later than 10 May.

and

(ii) completed an IELTS/TOEFL test if applying to study at an Irish Higher Education Institute (test arrangements including payment of the test fee will be organised by ICOS). The test results should be submitted to ICOS no later than 10 May.

If a shortlisted applicant does not submit their college application or complete their English language test and submit their results by the specified date (if applicable) their fellowship application will not go forward to the final selection stage.

Further Information

Information on the Irish Aid Fellowship Training Programme, including the application process, is available from the Embassy of Ireland in the participating countries (listed above). Details regarding educational training in Ireland can be accessed from the following website www.icosirl.ie. All academic courses in Ireland commence in September/October each year.
APPLICATION CHECKLIST

It is important that you correctly fill out all relevant sections in this application form and include all relevant documents listed below. As incomplete forms cause delays in the fellowship application process, applications with unanswered questions or incomplete documentation will be deemed incomplete and will not be considered for a fellowship.

Supporting documents provided with this application must be certified true copies of original documents with the official stamp and signature of a Justice of the Peace, Solicitor, Notary Public, an official from an Embassy of Ireland, or another authorised official. Photocopies of certified documents are not acceptable but a certified photocopy of a document with an original certification is acceptable. Where original documents are not in English, you must provide certified true copies of official English translations. The application form must include:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A signed application declaration on page 13.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A certified copy of your birth certificate (in English).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A certified copy of official evidence of any name change (in English).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A certified copy of the personal pages of your passport.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A certified copy of your official secondary school results and the grading schedule for    each qualification (in English).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A certified copy of the academic transcript for all tertiary qualifications and the grading     schedule for each qualification (in English).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A certified copy of the completion or graduation certificate for each tertiary qualification that you have completed (in English).
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The original international English proficiency test result, e.g. IELTS or TOEFL. Photocopies will not be accepted. Test results must be no more than 24 months old by the commencement of study.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A current (dated) curriculum vitae - a brief history of your education, work experiences and skills, including exact dates e.g. month/year in which you started and completed your studies, work experiences etc.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Three references on official letterhead, supporting your Irish Aid fellowship application and relevant to your proposed study. References should be provided from your current employer as well as two academic references e.g. former lecturer.
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Fellowship Training Programme – Application Form


Closing Date:  31st December
Please TYPE if possible, alternatively write in BLOCK CAPITAL LETTERS in black ink.
	Please 

attach three recent
 passport-size photographs of 

yourself here. 



	SECTION ONE: PERSONAL INFORMATION

	1. Family/Last Name: 
    First Name : 
    Middle Name: 

Your family name and other names should be the same as the official names in your passport or birth certificate.

	2. Male                       Female    



	3. Date of Birth   __________/__________/_______
                                    Day            Month      Year

	4. Place of Birth 


	5. Nationality


	6. Family Details 
Married or single:        Married                     Single     
Number of children (if any): 

Any other dependents: 



	7. Do you have a passport?      Yes                    No    
If yes, please give details as follows:

Type (Normal/Diplomatic, etc.) 

Date of issue :                                                                                  Date of expiry :      

	8. The fellowship application process takes several months. Please give an address where you can be contacted when a decision is reached.

Contact details for correspondence: 
Number and street name:
(PO Box number, if relevant):
Suburb/Village: 
Town/City:
District/Province: 
Country:                                                                        Postal Code:                                                                                                                       
Home Telephone Number:                                       Work Telephone Number: 
Mobile Number: 
Email Address: 
Clearly write an email address for an account which is checked regularly.
____________________________________________________________________________________

9. Name someone who can be contacted in an emergency.
Name: 
Relationship to you (e.g. spouse, father, mother, sibling): 

Number and street name:
(PO Box number, if relevant): 
Suburb/Village: 
Town/City: 
District/Province: 
Country:                                                                                 Postal Code:                                                                                                                      
Home Telephone Number:                                                Work Telephone Number:
Mobile Number:
Email Address: 
Clearly write an email address for an account which is checked regularly.



	SECTION TWO: EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS

10. You must provide a certified copy of the academic transcripts and completion certificate for each qualification you have completed. Include a certified copy of the grade assessment schedule for each qualification.

Qualification

Educational Institution

Dates
From – To

(Month/Year)
Location

Final Grade Achieved 



	11. List details of any relevant academic distinction or prizes: 


	12. Have you previously received a scholarship or award funded by any government or international organisation?

Yes            No    
If you answered Yes, write the name of the scholarship, the year(s) on scholarship and the name of the qualification or course undertaken. If your name has changed since you were on the scholarship, write the name you were known as at the time.

i. 
ii.
13. Please give details of any educational or vocational training courses attended including dates attended, training body and certification received if applicable.

14. Please give details of any professional qualifications awarded including dates, awarding body and type of award received.
15. Have you ever previously applied for an Irish Aid Fellowship?

Yes              No    
If yes please provide details: 

Year(s)                         If you were successful?

16. Have you applied, or are you intending to apply, for another scholarship at the same time as this application?

Yes             No    
If you answered Yes, provide the full name of the sponsor and the scholarship.

Sponsor: 
Scholarship:


	SECTION THREE : EMPLOYMENT DETAILS

	17. Please provide the following information in relation to your current employment:
Employer’s Name: 
Address: 
Telephone:  
Fax:            

E-mail: 
18. What type of organisation do you work for? 
        Local Government                                           Community/Non-Government Organisation (NGO)

        Central Government                                       International NGO

        Multilateral Agency 

        Other (please state):
19. Date you started with this organisation:  

Title of current post: 
Date you started in this post: 
List in chronological order the previous positions held in this organisation and dates (please provide month and year of commencement of position): 
20. Briefly describe the work of your organisation : 


	21. Please provide details of your current responsibilities: 


	22. What will be your likely future position and responsibility after completion of course?


	23. Please provide information, on your previous employment if applicable.
Name of Organisation

Address

Dates
(Month and Year)
Location

Position Held



	SECTION FOUR: EMPLOYER ENDORSEMENT

This section must be completed (in English) by your employer or an authorised officer from your place of employment.



	24. Endorsed by Department/Organisations: 
Address: 
Telephone number: 
Email: 


	25. Will the applicant be granted study leave?

      No                   Yes



	26. Why do you recommend this applicant? 


	27. Describe the specific skills you expect the applicant to gain from the proposed study and how these skills will build capacity within your organisation?



	28. After the study would this person have a new position in your organisation?

        No            Yes

If you answered Yes, name the new position: 


	29.. Name of authorising official: 
Position: 
Signature: 
Date: ​​​​​​​​​_____/______/_____                                   Official Stamp

           Day    Month    Year



	SECTION FIVE: ENGLISH LANGUAGE COMPETENCY

You are required to meet the English language proficiency of scores IELTS 6.5 or TOEFL 570 if applying to study at an Irish Higher Education Institute. Tests results must be no more then 24 months old.



	30. Is English your first language? 
       No           Yes


	31. Have you been taught in the medium of English?

      No            Yes 
If you answered Yes, indicate the level(s) you have been taught in English.

   Senior secondary school

   Undergraduate or postgraduate level

   While training for my job



	32. Have you completed an IELTS (International English Language Testing System) academic test?

       No           Yes 
            I have attached the original copy of my IELTS result to this application form.

Date of test: __________/__________/_______

                               Day               Month             Year

Overall IELTS (academic stream) score:

Listening band:                     Reading band:                    Writing band:                         Speaking band:



	33. Have you completed a TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) test?

      No          Yes 
             I have attached the original copy of my TOEFL result to this application form.

Date of test: __________/__________/_______

                               Day              Month             Year

(Internet-based) TOEFL score:                                or (Paper-based) TOEFL score:

Test of Written English (TWE) score:


	SECTION SIX: PROPOSED STUDY PROGRAMME

34. List your first and second choice of qualification that you want to study. Please choose your qualification, major subject and education institute carefully. If you are offered, and if you accept an Irish Aid Fellowship, you will not be permitted to change your qualification or education institute.



	First Choice

Title of Course 
Qualification 
Major subjects
Name of Educational Institute 
Dates and duration of course
PAC Number 
(relevant if applying to study at the following Irish HEIs – DCU, UCC, NUIG, NUIM, TCD)

or
Application Number (if applying to another institute)

	Second Choice

Title of Course 
Qualification 
Major subjects 
Name of Educational Institute 
Dates and duration of course
PAC Number 
(relevant if applying to study at the following Irish HEIs - DCU, UCC, NUIG, NUIM, TCD)

or
Application Number (if applying to another institute)

	Note: Please ensure that you include the correct course title and name of college and that you comply with all entry requirements for the academic course you intend applying for. Details regarding entry requirements can be found on the relevant college website.



	SECTION SEVEN STATEMENT OF INTENT

35. You are requested to complete a statement of intent, in no less than 600 and no more than 800 words, which addresses the following:

· The key achievements in your career to date

· The specific skills and knowledge you wish to gain from your proposed study

· How these skills and knowledge will contribute to  enhancing your role and responsibilities in your current job

· How your proposed study will enable you to contribute to future development in your country

	

	36. Please provide full details of three referees (current employer and two academic) who can support your application and can be contacted for further information.

	Name: 
Organisation/Institute: 
Number and street name: 
(PO Box number, if relevant) 
Suburb/Village: 
Town/City: 
District/Province: 
Country:                                                                      Postal Code:                                                                                                               
Telephone Number:                                                 Fax Number:    
Email Address: 


	Name: 
Organisation/Institute:      

Number and street name:     
(PO Box number, if relevant)

Suburb/Village:  

Town/City: 
District/Province: 
Country:                                                                      Postal Code:                                                                                                                   
Telephone Number:                                                 Fax Number:                                                  
Email Address: 


	Name: 
Organisation/Institute:   

Number and street name:          
(PO Box number, if relevant)

Suburb/Village:        

Town/City: 
District/Province: 
Country:                                                                      Postal Code:                                                                                                                      
Telephone Number:                                                 Fax Number:                                                  
Email Address:


	SECTION EIGHT: DECLARATION

	I am in good health and if accepted for an Irish Government Study Fellowship will undertake the necessary medical examinations and provide the required medical certificates.

I understand the purposes for which the Irish Government Study Fellowships are awarded, the necessity to abide by the conditions specified, and I accept the requirements to return to my country to work for an agreed period on completion of my studies.

I certify that all the information I have given is true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Signature:                                                                         Date:  
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